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INTRODUCTION

The study of foreign languages prepares pupils to participate in a rapidly changing world in which work and other activities are increasingly carried out in languages other than English. Pupils learn how to use languages to enable access to ideas and experiences from a wide range of people, communities and cultures. Understanding a modern foreign language increases a child’s understanding of their own language. The process of learning a foreign language reinforces fluency and understanding of grammar, syntax, sentence structure and verbal precision. Increased capability in the use of languages can also promote initiative and independent learning and encourages diversity within society.
OBJECTIVES
There are many objectives to achieve when learning a modern foreign language at primary school:
· foster an interest in learning other languages;

· introduce children to another language in a way that is fun and enjoyable;

· make comparisons and look for similarities and differences between languages;

· learn about different countries and cultures;

· develop speaking and listening skills;

· express ideas and thoughts in another language;

· understand and respond in speech and writing.

ORGANISATION

Discrete language lessons are taught for at least thirty minutes every week. Further time is spent practicing speaking and listening skills, which are integrated within other subjects and throughout the day e.g. during registration. This provides an opportunity to consolidate knowledge and ensure new language is retained. Lessons combine speaking and listening skills along with written work where appropriate. 

CURRICULUM
French is the modern foreign language we teach in our school. The curriculum that we follow is based on guidance given in the National Curriculum (2014). We use various schemes of work to support and guide our teaching, such as the Catherine Cheater Scheme of Work and Hocus and Lotus.

Pupils should be taught to: 

· listen attentively to spoken language and show understanding by joining in and responding;
· explore the patterns and sounds of language through songs and rhymes and link the spelling, sound and meaning of words; 

· engage in conversations; ask and answer questions; express opinions and respond to those of others; seek clarification and help;
· speak in sentences, using familiar vocabulary, phrases and basic language structure;
· develop accurate pronunciation and intonation so that others understand when they are reading aloud or using familiar words and phrases; 

· present ideas and information orally to a range of audiences; 

· read carefully and show understanding of words, phrases and simple writing; 

· appreciate stories, songs, poems and rhymes in the language;
· broaden their vocabulary and develop their ability to understand new words that are introduced into familiar written material, including through using a dictionary;
· write phrases from memory, and adapt these to create new sentences, to express ideas clearly; 

· describe people, places, things and actions orally and in writing; 
· understand basic grammar appropriate to the language being studied, including (where relevant): feminine, masculine and neuter forms and the conjugation of high-frequency verbs; key features and patterns of the language; how to apply these, for instance, to build sentences; and how these differ from or are similar to English. 
TEACHING AND LEARNING STYLE
Our school believes that children learn more effectively if they are enjoying what they are doing. In language lessons, we use a variety of techniques and resources to encourage children to have an active engagement in the modern foreign language: games, role-play, puppets, actions, songs, toys and props. The school makes use of mimes, actions, games and songs to provide a multi-sensory and kinaesthetic approach to teaching as it helps to reinforce memory as well as adding a physical element to games and activities. This active learning motivates pupils, maximises their enjoyment and develops a positive attitude in the children towards the learning of a foreign language. Teachers provide a varied input of the language, and children hear and interact with new sounds and patterns within the language in a variety of ways. ICT is used in some of the language lessons to demonstrate, support and enhance the learning of the children and is also used effectively to model pronunciation. As well as the development of speaking and listening skills, pupils are progressively expected to read basic vocabulary and sentences and use some of the acquired vocabulary in their writing. 
Languages are integrated throughout the school day, for example in daily routines and classroom instructions. Basic vocabulary is reinforced in lessons where numbers, colours and greetings are continually used.
ASSESSMENT AND RECORDING
We will assess the pupils in listening, responding, speaking, reading and writing to ensure that they make good progress in this subject. This is done informally during the lesson in order to evaluate what the children have learned and instant feedback is then given to individual children. 
Each class teacher will work through a series of short units of work covering particular topics. Pupils’ achievements in particular topics will be assessed to give a judgement about their overall progress.
MONITORING
Monitoring is carried about by the subject co-ordinator in several ways:

· discussions and questionnaires with staff and pupils;

· observation of lessons

· monitoring of classroom displays;

· scrutiny of books;

· monitoring planning.
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